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Jesus uses is an unique word that refers to “one who uses knowledge for his own interests and
benefit” (THAYER'S GREEK LEXICON). Obviously, the wise man took great care to make sure his house
was correctly constructed. Jesus tells us in verse 24 that everyone who hears his words and acts on
them may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock. Jesus spoke those things that
were in our best interest for our good and ultimate salvation. James tells us that a man who is both a
hearer and continual doer is one who will be blessed in what he does (James 1:25). A wise man
benefits by hearing and doing. Sadly, James states, “For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a
doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; for he observes himself, goes away, and
immediately forgets what kind of man he was (James 1:23-24). Jesus explains in Matthew 7:26-27 that
this kind of man is a foolish man who builds on the sand!

How did both the wise and foolish man learn whether his house was correctly built or not? It was when
it was put to the test by the winds. “And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and
slammed against that house.” For the wise, ‘it did not fall!” But for the foolish, “And great was its
fall!” Thursday's winds proved the quality of the construction of many roofs. One day the winds will put
our spiritual construction to the test. Therefore, isn't it in our best interest to build wisely by both hearing
and doing? How is your roof? ~ Rick Bright
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The Winds That Beat Upon The House

Matthew 7:24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, [
will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain
descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it
did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.”

Thursday the wind advisories were alarming cell phones all across the
RS Ozarks. Local TV news reported
Your Vm

WIND GUST that wind gusts of 45 to 55 mph
were common with peak gusts of
{56 mph recorded in Springfield.
Cathy and | were concerned that
brother Harry might become like a
kite with no string. He was
struggling to stay upright and to
move forward with his walker.
While visiting Thursday afternoon
in the neighborhood just west of
the Marshfield Care Center near the cemetery, we witnessed houses
losing shingles in the wind and a number of houses with previous roof
damage.

When Jesus spoke of the blowing winds, he spoke of the force and power
of wind using the words, “beat on that house.” The word “beat” is a word
which means to violently rush upon, to beat upon, to beat against. The
New American Standard version translates the latter part of verse 25,
“and the winds blew and slammed against that house.” It is interesting to
note that the word “beat” is an aroist indicitive active verb. This indicates
an action that once started in the past continues, or in other words the
wind starts and continues to beat upon the house.

Thursday, as we drove around the neighborhood to look at the houses,
we could watch the shingles lift in the strong blowing wind and then just
keep lifting until the wind sent them flying with gust after gust. However,
we noticed that among those damaged there were a significant number of
homes that did not have any shingle damage at all. This caused us to
wonder if the loss of shingles was an indication of the quality of the work
done by the roofers? Did they install the shingles correctly? Did some of
the workers decide it was faster if they used less nails? Over time did
incorrectly installed shingles allow moisture to be absorbed into the
decking so that they could be easily lifted by the strong and continuous
wind gusts?

In Matthew 7:24 and 25, Jesus speaks of the wise man who built
correctly on the rock. The word “wise” that
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